SEEING BETWEEN THE TIMES
In-Between
1 Peter 4:7-13

TEXT

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may
pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of

sins. ? Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 1° Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in
its various forms. 1 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very
words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so
that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the
power for ever 12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 3 But

rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be
overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

PRAY SMART (v.7b)
Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.

2 Timothy 4:3-5a For the time will come when people will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their
ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 3 But you, keep your head in all
situations...

Pray like crazy but not crazily.

LOVE HARD (v.8)

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
Godly love is hard at times but it must not become hard.

OPEN HOUSE (v.9)

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.

John Henry Jowett, “Push back the walls of family love until they include the
neighbor, again push back the walls until they include the stranger, again push
back the walls until the comprehend the foe.”



An open house can open hearts.
SERVE STRONG (v.10)

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as

faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms. 1 If anyone speaks, they should do
so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with
the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus
Christ. To him be the glory and the power forever.

SUFFER WELL (v.12-13)

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. ' But rejoice inasmuch as you

participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is

revealed.

The world will never be more impressed by our faith than we are.

James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces

perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.

“Rejoice’ in the aorist tense, indicates the great burst of joy that will sweep over
them at Christ’s return,” (Hiebert)



