
STAND! – Stand Against the Schemes 
September 5, 2021  Don Williams 

 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 
mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of 
God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, 
so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground, and 
after you have done everything, to 
stand.  
 
14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 
and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. 
 
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people. 19 Pray also for me, that 

whenever I speak, words may be given 
me so that I will fearlessly make known 
the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I 
am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I 
may declare it fearlessly, as I should.” 
 
Ephesians 6:11 
“Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes.” 
 

Scheme #1- Deception 
 
John 8:44 
“You belong to your father, the devil, 
and you want to carry out your father’s 
desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, for 
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a 
liar and the father of lies.” 
 

• Lie #1- I will always be a sinner 
 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 
“Here is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of 
whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very 
reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 
the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his immense patience as an 

example for those who would believe in 
him and receive eternal life.” 
 
1 John 1:9 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

 
• Lie #2- It was just sex 

 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 
“Flee from sexual immorality. All other 
sins a person commits are outside the 
body, but whoever sins sexually, sins 
against their own body. 19 Do you not 
know that your bodies are temples of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are not 
your own; 20 you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your bodies.” 
 

• Lie #3- I am worthless 
 

Scheme #2- Isolation 
 
Galatians 6:2 
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 
 

Scheme #3- Division 
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John 17:20-23 
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 
also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, 21 that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us 
so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. 22 I have given them the 
glory that you gave me, that they may be 
one as we are one— 23 I in them and you 
in me—so that they may be brought to 
complete unity. Then the world will 
know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me.” 
 

Scheme #4- Omission 
 
Ephesians 6:18 
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert…” 
 
1 Peter 5:8 
“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.” 
 
“The greatest trick the Devil ever pulled 

was convincing the world he 
 didn’t exist.” 
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